




Optional Extensions

Inspector Notes for Teachers:

Poster A: “Blue Bin Shuffl e”

• Yogurt container, juice box, cereal box = recyclable.
• Plastic fork = garbage (not recyclable in Manitoba).
• Banana peel = compost (or garbage if composting is not available).
• This bin is “almost awesome” because most items are correct, but a couple don’t belong.

Poster B: “Blue Bin Confusion”

• Empty milk jug and clean paper = recyclable.
• Pizza box greasy part = contamination (clean parts can be recycled).
• Glass jar must be empty; with food it’s contamination.
• Candy wrappers = garbage.
• This bin looks like recycling but has several contaminants mixed in.

Poster C: “Blue Bin Mayhem”

• Metal can = recyclable.
• Plastic bags = garbage (bags get tangled in sorting machinery).
• Orange peel = compost, not recycling.
• Crayon = garbage.
• Styrofoam = garbage.
• This bin is a “disaster” because only one item is correct (metal can).

KEEP THE LEARNING GOING! 
DISCOVER MORE LESSON PLANS AT

P O S T E R  C R E A T I O N Students design ‘Top Sorting Tips’ to display by class bins.

H O M E  A U D I T Students analyze their home blue bin and report back.

S C H O O L 
C H A L L E N G E

Propose improvements to the school sorting system.

Sorting Smarter
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Blue Bin Mayhem



Bin Inspector Worksheet

Names: Date: 

Bin Name: 

Instructions:

1. Look carefully at the bin poster.
2. Decide which items are sorted correctly and which are not.
3. Write down why incorrect items don’t belong.
4. Suggest where incorrect items should be instead.

Item Review

Group Refl ection

1. What was the trickiest item to decide on, and why?

2. What advice would you give to help others sort better?

I T E M C O R R E C T  O R 
I N C O R R E C T ?

W H Y  O R  W H Y  N O T ? S U G G E S T E D  B I N


